
2 0 1 4   A N N U A L   R E P O R T



The mission of the Memorial Park Conservancy is to preserve, 
restore, and enhance Memorial Park for the enjoyment of all 
Houstonians, today and tomorrow. Our vision is to implement 
principles of world-class park management in partnership with 
the Houston community.

While tasked with the ongoing protection, preservation and 
enhancement of Memorial Park, the Memorial Park Conservancy 
also fulfills a vital role in supplementing the City of Houston’s 
care of the Park in partnership with Houston Parks and 
Recreation Department.

The Conservancy is responsible for maintaining trails, 
natural resource management, coordinating volunteer groups,  
managing the many daily issues that arise in a park this size and 
more.  We steward future caretakers through dynamic programs 
such as our Friends of Memorial Park membership group and 
Urban Wild, geared towards young professionals and the young 
at heart. We continue work on significant improvements including 
implementation of a comprehensive long-range master plan.

Find out more about the Conservancy at:
www.memorialparkconservancy.org.

ABOUT MEMORIAL PARK CONSERVANCY



 In the fiscal year ending on May 31, 2014, Memorial Park celebrated 

its 90th anniversary and it was a year of significant accomplishments for 

Memorial Park Conservancy.  The focus on caring for the Park’s natural 

resources continued with ongoing removal of invasive plants and under-

growth from the Park.  More than 15,000 trees were planted in 2013 and 

were closely followed by the planting of 90,000 seedlings in 2014. 

 Memorial Park Conservancy completed the selection of a 

nationally known landscape architectural firm, Nelson Byrd Woltz, to 

develop a long-range master plan for the Park.  The firm was selected based 

on their successful experience with large-scale public projects and a keen 

focus on restoring damaged ecologies. The Conservancy also championed 

a robust public input process to ensure that the community’s need were 

reflected in the design process.  

 More than 2,000 volunteers from schools and corporations worked in 

Memorial Park planting trees, picking up trash, and maintaining the various 

gardens within the Park.  MPC also went out into the community, speaking 

to different groups about the Park—from Greater Houston Partnership to the 

National Honor Society at Lamar High School and participated in city-wide 

events including Houston Marathon’s Charity Village, Earth Day Houston, 

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Nonprofit Partner Program, and Arbor 

Day. 

 The love people have for this verdant greenspace is never more 

evident than when they put their time and money to work for the benefit of 

all who use and love Memorial Park.  The Conservancy is grateful to count 

you as an important part of advancing our mission to restore, preserve and 

enhance Memorial Park.

 Thanks to friends like you we will be able to implement a long-range 

master plan for Memorial Park, and continue to care for the Park’s unique 

natural resources and landscapes. Public and private support for Memorial 

Park is critical to ensuring that tomorrow’s generation has a beautiful and 

enduring urban green space.  On behalf of the Conservancy’s Board of 

Directors and staff, thank you for all you do to support Memorial Park.

With sincere gratitude and best wishes,

Dear Friends of Memorial Park Conservancy:
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Letter from the Chairman

Jim Porter
Chairman, Board of Directors
Memorial Park Conservancy
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NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT  
AND PARK MAINTENANCE included reforestation, watering and 
irrigation, landscape maintenance, invasive species control, wildlife 
conservation, soil conservation and the creation of fire protection zones as 
part of the Conservancy’s transition to proactive natural resource and park 
maintenance management. 

HIGHLIGHTS:
• Continued the invasive species removal program on over 220 acres
• Planted over 90,000 seedlings of diverse species throughout the  
 Park—the largest planting in the Park’s history.
• Executed a new maintenance strategy for the Living Bridge, and other  
 established gardens and landscapes within the Park.

The Year in Review
Last year, through the generous support of the community, the 
Conservancy made a significant impact on the health 
and maintenance of the Park, including:

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS  included new trails, trail maintenance, 
new buildings and construction, commemorative plaques and pavers, 
and existing facility maintenance.

HIGHLIGHTS:
• Broke ground on the new Running Trails Center in partnership with  
 Houston Parks and Recreation Department. Lockers and showers are now  
 available for the use of runners, bicyclists, and other park visitors, vending  
 machines offer snacks, and a new office space was provided for  
 the Conservancy.
• Constructed an exciting new stretching deck on the north side of the  
 Park with the assistance of volunteers.
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND EDUCATION included 
volunteer natural resources maintenance projects, trail cleaning, special 
events, newsletters and social media, and advocacy for Park needs. 

HIGHLIGHTS:

• Managed over 50 volunteer projects in the Park. 
• Mobilized more than 1,300 volunteers for 3,200 hours of work valued at  
 over $80,000 of park care.
• Continued community education on the needs of an urban park, and how  
 to proactively care for an urban greenspace.
• Created of the Conservancy’s ParkLife biannual newsletter and
  redesigned the Conservancy website.
• Hosted three signature events: the annual spring Golf Tournament, the  
 Green Gala and the Fun Run.

MASTER PLANNING with the goals of restoring habitat and a
healthy ecosystem to the Park including upgrading existing amenities, 
addressing unmet community needs, elevating the Park to an 
award-winning park, and honoring nature and culture.

HIGHLIGHTS:

• Led the process  in conjunction with Houston Parks and Recreation  
 Department and the Uptown Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #16 to  
 hire the master planning landscape architecture firm,  
 Nelson Byrd Woltz. 
• Conducted multiple studies and analysis covering topics such as ecology,  
 park use, regional, cultural and ecological history, park traffic, security, 
  parking, connectivity, and trends in Houston.
• Organized a robust public input process that included the participation  
 of over 3,000 Houstonians.



Memorial Park Conservancy is deeply grateful for the support of the community 
as we continue with our mission of caring for the Park. We would like to thank 
the following donors who supported us during the last fiscal year.

ANNUAL GIVING AND

GENERAL OPERATIONS

Making Our Mission Possible

FOUNDATIONS

Albert and Margaret Alkek Foundation  
ExxonMobil Foundation 
Marvy Finger Family Foundation  
Greater Houston Community Foundation  
George and Mary Josephine  
 Hamman Foundation 
The  Ann Lents and J. David Heaney  
 Foundation  
Albert and Ethel Herzstein Charitable  
 Foundation  
Houston Endowment, Inc.  
Huffington Foundation  
Willard M. & Ruth Mayer Johnson  
 Charitable Foundation  
The  John P. McGovern Foundation  
The  Robert and Janice McNair Foundation 
Saunders Foundation  
Sonnie Schepps Robinson Foundation  
The Louis and Joyce Tucker Foundation  
The  Susan Vaughan Foundation, Inc.  
The  Wortham Foundation, Inc.  

CORPORATIONS

BP Fabric of America Fund    
Chevron HumanKind Employee  
 Engagement Fund    
Chevron Humankind Matching Gift Program    
ExxonMobil Foundation  
 Gift Matching Program    
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund    
King & Spalding    

LyondellBasell  
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC    
Natural Resource Group    
Texas Stairs and Rails, Inc.  
Wells Fargo Bank    
WR Starkey Mortgage, LLP  

ORGANIZATIONS

Crestwood Garden Club 
Houston Striders, Inc.  
Network for Good    

INDIVIDUALS

Mr.  Roy  B.  Adams    
Mr. and Mrs.  William  J.  Anderson  Jr.    
Judge Mary  Bacon    
Mr. and Mrs.  J. Murry  Bowden    
Ms.  Mary  A.  Boyd    
Ms.  Jennifer  Briscoe    
Mr.  Kanwalpreet  Bual    
Ms.  Bridget  Day    
Mr. and Mrs.  Mike  Dishberger    
Mr.  Tom  Doneker    
Mr.  Robert  Durst    
Mr.  Fred  Fraser    
Ms.  Patricia  Freeman    
Mr. and Mrs.  Grant  A.  Fuller    
Mr. and Mrs.  Thad  Fuller    
Mr.  C.  Michael  Garver    
Ms.  Christine  Gladbach    
Ms.  Nancy  Gold    
Mr.  Michael  H.  Grasley    
Mr. and Mrs.  Donald  M.  Gray    
Mr. and Mrs. James  Hamilton    
Mr.  Warren  Holleman    
Mr.  Brian  Hollowell    

Mr.  Allen  L.  Jogerst    
Mr. and Mrs.  Michael  Jones    
Ms.  Katherine  L.  Kohlmeyer    
Ms.  Nancy Younger  Kruka    
Mr. and Mrs.  Randall  B.  Lake    
Mrs.  Graeme  M.  Marston    
Mr. and Mrs.  Tom  Mason    
Mr.  Stephen  Massad    
Mr.  Robert  E.  Meadows  
Mr. and Mrs.  William  D.  Noel    
Ms.  Sonja  Earthman  Novo    
Mr.  Ralph  S.  O’Connor  
Ms.  Shannon  Oliver    
Mr. and Mrs.  Wendell  E  Phillips  III    
Mr. and Mrs.  Gary  Polland    
Mr.  William  J.  Rafferty    
Mr.  Grant  Robertson    
Mr. and Mrs.  Ellis  Rudy    
Ms.  Mary  Ann  Ryerson    
Mr.  Rob  Saktuek    
Mr. and Mrs.  W.W.  Scott,  Jr.    
Mr. and Mrs.  James  R.  Smith    
Ms.  Dorothy  C.  Sumner    
Mr. and Mrs.  Michael  H.  Sutton    
Mr.  John  W.  Sweeney    
Mr. and Mrs.  Winston  Talbert    
Mr. and Mrs.  James  Taylor    
Mr.  Thomas  Taylor    
Mr.  David  Trice    
Mr. and Mrs.  Bruce  Vincent    
Mr.  Alexander  Webb    
Ms.  Joanne  Guest  Wilson    
Ms.  Patti  Young    
Mr. and Mrs.  Marvin  H.  Zindler,  Jr.    
Mr. and Mrs.  Harry  Zuber    

CONSERVATION & NATURAL 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Caring for Urban Greenspace

FOUNDATIONS

Stanford and Joan Alexander Foundation  
Meta Alice Keith Bratten Foundation  
The  Brown Foundation
The  William Stamps Farish Fund  
Ray C. Fish Foundation 
Greater Houston Community Foundation  
Alice Kleberg Reynolds Meyer Foundation    
The  Powell Foundation  
The  Ray and June Smith Charitable Foundation  
Sterling-Turner Foundation  

CORPORATIONS

Charter Title Company  
Jones Lang LaSalle  
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo  
Jones Lang Lasalle  
KBR 
Shell Oil Company Foundation  

INDIVIDUALS

Mr.  Andrew  Alexander    
Ms.  Susan  B.  Ashcrost    

Thank You to Our Supporters
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Mr. and Mrs.  Dan Bellow    
Mr. JB  Coskey    
Mr. and Mrs.  Gene  Dewhurst    
Mr.  Robert  M.  Gordon    
Mr. and Mrs.  Russell  Hawkins    
Ms.  Sara  Jacobson    
Mr.  Ernest  Johnson    
Mr.  Michael  Kuhn    
Mr. and Mrs.  Mark  Newell    
Mr. and Mrs.  Wendell  E  Phillips  III    
Mr.  Robert  P.  Schanen    
Mr.  David  Thomas    
Mr.  Staurt  A.  Zarrow    

EVENTS

Sharing Passion for the Park

FOUNDATIONS

Stanford and Joan Alexander Foundation 
The  Carruth Foundation  
The  William Stamps Farish Fund  
Marvy Finger Family Foundation  
Greater Houston Community Foundation  
Edith H. and C. Hastings Johnson Family Fund  
Houston Jewish Community Foundation  
The  Kayser Foundation    
The  Love Foundation  
Lykes Knapp Family Fund    
The  Richard W. Weekley Family Fund  

CORPORATIONS

Andrews Kurth LLP  
Apache Corporation  
Aramco Services Company    
Athlon Solutions LLC  

Atlantic Trust  
Ballard Exploration Company, Inc.  
Beck & Masten Buick - GMC    
Becks Prime    
C.H. Robinson  
Cadence Bank    
CenterPoint Energy  
Cho-Yeh Camp & Conference Center  
Cobb Fendley & Associates  
Comerica Bank  
ERG Resources, LLC  
Far-Fetched, LLC 
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund    
Blazer Building Texas LLC  
Green Bank    
The  Hanover Company  
Hansgrohe USA  
HCC Service Company, Inc.  
HEB  
Highland Resources, Inc.    
Hines Interests 
Houston Gulfgate Partners    
The  Houstonian Hotel, Club and Spa  
KBR  
Laredo Energy  
Lauren Griffith Associates, Inc.  
Locke Lord LLP    
Lockton Companies, LLC  
Mayer Brown LLP    
McGladrey, LLP    
Nacol & Company  
National Philanthropic Trust    
O’Rourke Petroleum  
Parkside Capital    
QR Energy, LP  
Raymond James Financial, Inc.  
Rowan Companies Inc.    
Silver Eagle Distributors
Tanglewood Corporation  
Texas Petroleum Investment Company    
Three Men Movers 
Tossini Custom Clothier 
Wedge Services    
West Point Lincoln Buick GMC    

Westside Lexus and Northside Lexus    
Whitney Bank    
Wulfe & Co.  
Zion Management Services    

INDIVIDUALS

Mr.  David  Aaronson    
Mr.  John  Ale    
Mr.  Andrew  Alexander    
Mr.  and Mrs. James A. Baker  III    
Ms.  Joni  Ballis    
Ms.  Carol  Barden    
Mr.  Jack  S.  Blanton, Sr.    
Mr. and Mrs.  John  H.  Briscoe    
Mr.  Peter  H.  Brown    
Mr. and Mrs.  Laurence  C.  Burns    
Mr. and Mrs.  Stephen  Claiborne    
Dr.  Kelli  Cohen Fein
Ms.  Jeanie  E.  Connell    
Mr. and Mrs.  Bruce  G.  Crawford    
Mr.  Rod  L.  Crosby    
Mr. and Mrs.  Markley  Crosswell  III    
Ms.  Heidi  Davis    
Mr. and Mrs.  David  Doherty    
Mr. and Mrs.  James  C.  Flores    
Mr. E.H.  Frank    
Mr. and Mrs.  Robert  R.  Franklin    
Mr. and Mrs.  James  Clarke  Frost    
Ms.  Florence  Gautier    
Mr.  Robert  L.  Gerry  IV    
Mr. and Mrs.  Douglas  Glass    
Mr.  Michael  H.  Grasley    
Mr. and Mrs.  Donald  M.  Gray    
Ms.  Julie  Greenwood    
Mr. and Mrs.  C. Leland  Hamel    
Ms.  Linda  Katz  Harrison    
Mr. and Mrs.  William  L  Hixon, Jr.    
Mr. and Mrs.  Harold  Holliday    
Mr. and Mrs.  Richard  Keeton    
Mr.  Mavis  P.  Kelsey, Jr.    
Mr.  Robert  Kilpatrick    
Mr.  James  Kirkpatrick    
Mr.  Jonathan  Linker    
Ms.  Martha  Long    

Mr. and Mrs.  Richard  Lummis    
Ms.  Anna  McCullough    
Mr.  Mark  McKinnon  
Ms.  Odette  McMurrey Mace    
Ms.  Laura  Clyburn  McWilliams    
Mr. and Mrs.  Richard  Mithoff    
Mr. and Mrs.  M. Bradford  Moody    
Mr. and Mrs.  Ben  T.  Morris    
Mr. and Mrs.  Gary P.  Moss  
Mr. and Mrs.  Chris  O’Sullivan    
Ms.  Anne  Owen    
Mr. and Mrs.  Grier  P.  Patton    
Mr. and Mrs.  George  A.  Peterkin, Jr.    
Mr. and Mrs.  Mike  Pierce    
Mr.  Townes  G. Pressler    
Mr.  James  Richards    
Mr.  Al  Richey    
Mr.  Lasse  Seim    
Dr.  Mary  N.  Shinn    
Mr. and Mrs.  Michael  Talbert    
Mr. and Mrs.  Bass  C.  Wallace, Jr.    
Mr. Carsten  Hein  Westergaard    
Ms.  Katherine  Wildman  
Mr.  Aron  Will    
Mr.  Walter  Williams    
Ms.  Carol  Willis    
The Honorable and Mrs.  Alvin  L.  Zimmerman    
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CAPITAL SUPPORT

AND AMENITIES

IMPROVEMENTS

Investing in Tomorrow’s Park

FOUNDATIONS

Hobby Family Foundation  
Petrello Family Foundation   

CORPORATIONS

Arch-Con Corporation    
Divine Destinations    
Finish Line Sports    
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo  
The  Houston Wave    
The Houstonian Club and Spa   
Kirksey Architecture    
Luke’s Locker, Inc.  
Parking Advisory Group    
Satterfield & Pontikes Construction, Inc.    
Tribble & Stephens Co.    
USA Fit    

INDIVIDUALS

Ms.  Shellye  Arnold    
Dr.  David  E.  Auer    
Mr.  Larry  Braun    
Ms.  Maggie  Brown    
Mr.  Russell  Brown    
Mr.  David  Bucci    
Mr.  Clyde  Burleson    
Ms.  Carlyn  Burton    
Mr.  Scott  Carrasco    
Ms.  Claire  P.  Caudill    

Mr. and Mrs.  William  Cole    
Mr. and Mrs.  Roy  Cook    
Council Member and Mrs.   
 Stephen  C.  Costello 
Mrs.  Jennifer  E.  Davis    
Ms.  Susan  Davis    
Mr.  Rudy Adams  Delgado    
Mr.  Michael  Dodson    
Ms.  Robyn  Doyle    
Mr. and Mrs.  Steve  Durham    
Mr.  Mark  Easterly    
Mr. and Mrs.  Ryan  Epps    
Ms.  Janae  Evans    
Mr. and Mrs.  Dennis  Greer    
Mr.  Robert  Hahn    
Ms.  Elizabeth  Hall    
Mr.  Peter  M.  Haney    
Ms.  Rosa  Herst    
Mr.  Gilbert  Jill    
Mr.  Kenneth  Jones    
Ms.  K.  Nicole  Joraholmen    
Ms.  Anne  Lamkin  Kinder    
Mr.  Michael  Kuhn    
Mr. and Mrs.  William  Gentry  Lee,  Jr.    
Mr.  Jeff and Judy  L  Lyman    
Ms.  Rebecca  Marvil    
Mr. and Mrs.  Jordan and Emily  Marye    
Ms.  Stacie  Mckay    
Mr.  Chris  Mehling    
Dr. and Mrs.  Cary  Moorhead    
Mr. and Mrs.  John  Paukune    
Ms. Melissa  Roberts    
Ms.  Margaret  Rochs    
Mrs.  Cara Rudelson    
Mr.  Philip  M.  Schneidau    
Mr. and Mrs.  Harold  Selzman    
Mr. and Mrs.  Sachin  Shah    
Ms. Diane  St. Yves    
Mr.  Wellington  Stevens  III    
Ms.  Theresa  Strong    
Mr.  Thomas  E.  Tucker    
Mr. and Mrs.  Bass  C.  Wallace,  Jr.    
Mr. and Mrs.  Joseph  H.  Williams    
Mr. and Mrs.  Craig  Wilson    

Ms.  Emily  Winters    
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Cash  $ 750,987 $ 2,084,783
Pledges receivable, net   245,800  1,059,341
Prepaid expenses and other assets  8,250  8,567
Investments   1,710,858  677,178

TOTAL ASSETS $ 2,715,895 $ 3,829,869

Liabilities:
 Accounts payable $ 395,706 $ 81,675

COMMITMENTS 

Net assets:
 Unrestricted  1,223,709  1,247,475
 Temporarily restricted   985,480  2,389,719
 Permanently restricted   111,000  111,000

 Total net assets  2,320,189  3,748,194

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $ 2,715,895 $ 3,829,869

Audited Consolidated Statements of Financial Position as of May 31, 2014 and 2013 

Financial Information

2014 2013

ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

2014 ANNUAL REPORT
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Audited Consolidated Statement of Activities for the year ended May 31, 2014 

REVENUE

Contributions $ 459,591 $ 1,003,401   $ 1,462,992
Special events  689701      689,701
Donor benefit costs  (103,494)      (89,886)
Investment return  2,527  16,939    19,466

 Total revenue  2,068,665  1,020,340    2,068,665

Net assets released for:
 Purpose restrictions  2,424,579  (2,424,579)    

   

 Total  3,472,904  (1,404,239)    2,068,665

EXPENSES

Park enhancement and programming  3,003,363      3,003,363
Management and general  282,030      282,030
Fundraising  211,277      211,277

 Total expenses  3,496,670      3,496,670

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS  23,766  (1,404,239)    1,428,005

Net assets, beginning of year  1,247,475  2,389,719 $ 111,000  3,748,194

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR $ 1,223,709 $ 985,480 $ 111,000 $ 2,320,189

UNRESTRICTED TOTAL
TEMPORARILY

RESTRICTED
PERMANENTLY

RESTRICTED
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The mission of the Memorial Park Conservancy 
is to preserve, restore and enhance Memorial Park for 
the enjoyment of all Houstonians, today and tomorrow. 
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MEMORIAL PARK CONSERVANCY
7575 North Picnic Lane
Houston, Texas 77007

www.memorialparkconservancy.org


